Godby, Coye Perkins, 1918-2004 (MSS 453) by Folklife Archives, Manuscripts &
Western Kentucky University
TopSCHOLAR®
MSS Finding Aids Manuscripts
3-15-2012
Godby, Coye Perkins, 1918-2004 (MSS 453)
Manuscripts & Folklife Archives
Western Kentucky University, mssfa@wku.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_mss_fin_aid
Part of the Military History Commons, and the United States History Commons
This Finding Aid is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in MSS Finding Aids by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact connie.foster@wku.edu.
Recommended Citation
Folklife Archives, Manuscripts &, "Godby, Coye Perkins, 1918-2004 (MSS 453)" (2012). MSS Finding Aids. Paper 2738.
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_mss_fin_aid/2738
MSS 
453 
Manuscripts & Folklife Archives – Special Collections Library – Western Kentucky 
University 
 
Manuscripts and Folklife Archives 
Special Collections Library 
Department of Library Special Collections  
Western Kentucky University  
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1092 
 
Descriptive Inventory  
 
MSS 453 GODBY, Coye Perkins, 1918-2004  
 
1/2 box.  5 folders.  61 items. 1942-2004.  Photocopies. 
 
2004.170.1 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
 Coye Perkins Godby was born on 27 December 1918 in Pulaski County, 
Kentucky to Henry and Pearl Waddle Godby.  Godby had two siblings: a brother, Lovell 
Godby, and a sister, Dova Mae Jones.  Godby joined the army in 1942 and served 
during World War II in France, the Rhineland, and central Europe. In 1945, he returned 
to Kentucky and worked as an electrician.  He married Sarah Holder on 31 July 1954. 
The couple had two daughters: Patricia Canon and Janie Ison. Godby died on 22 May 
2004 at the age of 85.  
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection is chiefly composed of World War II letters of Coye Perkins 
Godby, Elihu, Pulaski County, Kentucky, written to his mother, Pearl Godby. Also 
included are letters written to Coye by his mother, sister (Dova Jones), and Cora 
Pickering, a female admirer from England.  
 
 
SHELF LIST  
 
BOX 1  GODBY, Coye Perkins  1942-2004  61 items  
    
Folder 1  Inventory and biographical  1942-2004  7 items  
  data, including photos (3)   
 
Folder 2  Godby, Coye P. - Letters to   1942-1944   19 items  
  mother  
 
Folder 3  Godby, Coye P. - Letters to    1944-1945   20 items  
  mother   
 
Folder 4  Godby, Coye P. - Letters to   1943-1949   8 items  
MSS 
453 
Manuscripts & Folklife Archives – Special Collections Library – Western Kentucky 
University 
 
  Coye and a letter to Pearl   
  Godby   
 
Folder 5  Godby, Coye P. - Journal,    1942-1945   6 items 
  mailings, addresses,   
  discharge papers, etc.  
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD 
 
MSS GODBY, Coye Perkins, 1918-2004 1952-1978 
453   
  Chiefly World War II correspondence between 
 Coye Perkins Godby, Elihu, Pulaski County, Kentucky,  
 and his mother, Pearl Godby. Also, letters that his mother  
 wrote to him. Godby was stationed in Orlando, Florida  
 before being sent to England, France, the Rhineland,  
 etc. in 1944.  Topics include family news, relationships,  
 and military life.  
  1/2 box.  5 folders.  61 items.  Photocopies. 
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SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Catholic Church – Comments about, 1942 F2 
Courtship – Relating to, 1941-1944 F2-4 
Pickering, Cora F4 
Godby, Bertha (Colyer), 1911-1988 – Comments about 
Gobdy, Coye Perkins, 1918-2004 – Photos F1 
Godby, Lovell, 1909-1986 – Comments about  F2-4 
Godby, Pearl Mae (Waddle), 1886-1972 – Correspondence  F2-4 
Jones, Dova Mae (Godby)  F4 
Jones, Dova Mae (Godby) – Relating to  F2-4 
U.S. Army – Comments about, 1942   
World War II, 1939-1945 
World War II, 1939-1945 – England – Relating to F2 
World War II, 1939-1945 – France – Relating to F2-3 
World War II, 1939-1945 – Germany – Relating to F2-3 
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